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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a liquid crystal display element which itself can 

function as a mirror in the display part of a portable telephone or the like. 

SOLUTION: The transmissive liquid crystal display element 1 comprises a liquid crystal 
layer 2 sandwiched between substrates 3, 3a, provided with transparent electrodes 31 
31 a, and a backlight 8 arranged on the rear side via a polarizing plate 4. A 
semitransmissive polarizing plate 5 is arranged on the frontal surface of the liquid crystal 
display element 1. Thereby information displayed on the liquid crystal layer 2 composed of 
a liquid crystal composition is visible only when the backlight 8 is in an on-state Namely 
characters or the like displayed on a display 10 of the portable telephone 9 are legible only 
when the backlight 8 is in an on-state. Also the display part of the display 10 is usable as a 
mirror by the action of the semitransmissive polarizing plate 5 when the backliqht 8 is in an 
off-state. 
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